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Maceio, Alagoas. Brazil 

November 19, 2007

A letter to all people and organizations that support the Al Gerwing Fundation

Dear Friends,

It was with deep sadness that we received the news about the death of our unforgetable Al Gerwing. Even though his health was grave, we had hoped that a miracle would save him. What we did not recall is that this miracle had happened many years ago at the time he was born. Because on that day God sent one of his angels to the world to show that His goodness is incalculable.

The existence of Al in our world, was as comparable to the existence of an eagle. One day after Al’s death we read this message:

The eagle is used as a symbol for those who believe in God… real people are like eagles. What does an eagle do when the storm comes? It opens its wings and waits bravely, because it know that above the dark clouds, the storm and the lightening, there is a bright sun.

In the sacred scriptures we can read that one who hopes in God renew their energies e rise like an eagle.

… and finally when the eagle also die, we then ask: have you found the carcass of eagles? The answer is never. Do you know why? Because when it knows that the time has arrived, it does not complain or get scared, but searches for the highest mountain on which to take its last breath. Even in death the eagle is extraordinary. Maybe for this reason the prophet Isaiah compares those to believe in God to an eagle.

Our beloved Al was an eagle, courageous, lovable, dedicated, and above of all a true friend. He was an eagle with angel’s wings, and a heart of a child, and he always will be our irreplaceable friend. We are sure that he has the best place in heaven since the first moment of his departure. Now he rests under the light and peace of our marvelous Jesus Christ.

God is the witness of the gratitude that we have for Al in all his dedication for the Brazilian people and especially to the people of Alagoas. We hope that wherever he is he is able to know the immensity of our love and gratitude, his struggle for us was never and never will be in vain. His life example should be followed for all of us, his dreams should never die. His dreams then must be now one obligation for us. Al dedicated his life in building a better life for the Brazilian people, now is the time for us to reaffirm our  pledge to strive for his goals.

A fraternal embrace and our thanks to all of you for everything you do for our people. This thanks is from us and in the name of Al Gerwing. His life sealed the friendship between the Brazilian and Canadian people and may God be loved for this.

God be with us and all of you!

Maria Jose da Silva, Zezé



Maria Christyna de Souza Santos
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General Coordinator 
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